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The Honorable Alan J. Stemba'g S
Regional Administrator f s
United States Povironmental Protection qgency | P |
‘Regionll . | | | |
290 Broadway, Floor 26 , -
New York, Now lYork 10007 ,
'Re:  Péssaic River l ; :
: AN
- Dear Regional Aﬂmm:su'atoj Steinberg: 'i [
[ ‘am writing to confirm our phone conversation yesterday ing USEPA Region 1I
and New Jessey Department of Environmental n(NJD ) promptly engaging in o
discussions concerning possible coordination of our ies’ respective efforts to

develop interim remedial agd removal measures for the Passaio River. As youknow,in =~ |
December 2005, NJDEP issued to Occidental Chemica] Corxporation, Tierra Solutions, i
Inc. and Maxus Energy Corporation (collectively “OCC™) a'Dirwtive under the New

Jersey Spill Comupensation and Control A dimctmgthose to pay the costs

(expected to be $2.3 million) to engage Be,’gcl'&Am es to apalyze and .
rewmnmdadredsmsan}mbﬂmhonphntoaddruthebqtspomofTCDD in the

lower Passaic River within one year. After issuance of NJDEP’s directive, USEPA

Region i1 provided to DEP and others a draft presentation on USEPA’s receatly initiated

“Evaluation of Interim Remedial Measures,” wlnch 18 scheduled to be completed by early
summer of this year. ~ ‘

i

NJIDEP is willing to work with USEPA Region 1l to exmnne the of our respective
agencies’ IRM efforts 1o detcrmine if there are pfficiencies that can hadl

coordineting or merging the two agencies’ activities. In order to achieve an eﬂ’emve
IRM, NIDEP considers the following to be key goals: a) the IRM spoukl address comjrol
of the continuing releases of TCDD from the Passaic River sediments, which, for
example, Malcolm Pirnie recently has confirmed to be an ongoing significant contributor
to the condition of the river and the dangers associated fherewith; b) the IRM should take
into account Governor Jon S. Corzine’s strong desire tdreopen the Passaic River to ‘

- mavigation as part of a larger State effort to revitalize the economy of Newark andthe
State. - l
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Youmd:ca:edyutadayyowwﬂhngnmtoh:nUSEPARegnonnwmm
dmkigue. Wlhyom'comltmmttodoso NIDEPwouldbewﬂhngmbrgo i
~ enforoement of the Source ComlDredgeleDmeuedto OCCirram'ytn

ninety days while our agencies work toward a solution that has a positive outcome for the
. environment and the people of New Juwy

Should USEPA Region II and NIDEP reach conscnsus n sixty toLIndydm on an
IRM approach that achieves these goals mthenem'tum,NJ'DEP would be willing to
modify the scope of the State’s Source Control Dredge Plan accordingly. , |

uldappremtayouoon:ﬁrmmgyouruommntmmmlanSEPARemngage

tlp[Rdewsnonsdeaaibedabovesommlmylmvemyoﬁmpmmptbcoordmtc
ameetmsoftlnappmpnatctwhmcalandothumﬁ‘ﬁomomagmmtobopnthm ‘ [ R,
dialogue. Please note that technical staff of both agencies were y planning a '
meeting at the end of March. vacnﬂ\etmesennuvnyofttnsmatter,lbehevethn
meeting should be held much sooner. mehﬂe, it would be best to provide ditection to
staﬂ'sothcymayldennfyalloppommmu r coordination. ,
Tuncmofthessmcemnsofvmgthxsasmﬁcaﬂmomnmtalpmblembrtheciﬁm
of New Jersey. Ithereﬁreaskforyourpmmptmpomandthmkyoubryom
consideration of this alternative approach which I hope will allow our agencics to reach
consensus on a meaningful IRM that will make a true difference for the Passaic River.

i i
| Very truly yours, |

Lisa P. Jackson |
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